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Preface

Dear Reader, 

Welcome to this book on sustainable software architecture. In the 
following chapters I invite you to explore the inner life of software 
systems with me and admire the beauty and cruelty that can be 
found within. 

In recent years, I have been fortunate enough to be allowed to 
look deeply into many software systems. In doing so, I have pon-
dered and discussed with many architects, debating which struc-
tures are more sustainable than others and why. In this book you 
will find many recommendations on all aspects of developing sus-
tainable systems. There are also real-world case studies, screenshots 
of real systems to help my observations come to life, and a little 
theory too, to help you quickly grasp the principles involved and 
retain what you learn.

I would be delighted if you could give me feedback on my expe-
riences. Perhaps you have seen similar things, or perhaps you have 
a completely different view of software architecture. I hope you will 
find the following pages interesting, informative, discussion-worthy, 
and perhaps even amusing.  

I would like to thank everyone who accompanied me on the 
journey that led to the creation of this book. Thanks go to my fam-
ily who always support me in all my projects, even with an idea as 
crazy as writing a book. You are wonderful! Merci beaucoup! 

Thanks go to everyone who reviewed the German version of the 
text: Eberhard Wolff, Gernot Starke, Johannes Rost, Stefan Sarstedt, 
Stefan Tilkov, Stefan Zörner, Tobias Zepter, Ulf Fildebrandt, and 
my anonymous reviewers. Your comments have made me think, 
rethink, and then think even further—thank you! 

Thanks to all my colleagues at WPS Workplace Solution for the 
many discussions about software architecture, without which this 
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book could never have been written: Holger Breitling, Kai Bühner, 
Guido Gryczan, Stefan Hofer, Bettina Koch, Jörn Koch, Michael 
Kowalczyk, Kai Rüstmann, Arne Scharping, Lasse Schneider, Hen-
ning Schwentner, and Heinz Züllighoven. 

Thanks also to everyone who covered for me so that I could 
write in peace, especially Martina Bracht-Kopp, Inge Fontaine, 
Petra Gramß, Silja Heitmann, and Doris Nied. 

Many thanks to Norman Wenzel, Heinrich Rust, and Alexander 
von Zitzewitz who worked with me for such a long time on the 
architectural review. It’s a privilege to work with you. 

My thanks also go to everyone at my publisher. You have all 
been so kind and constructive while this book was taking shape. 

And, of course, many thanks to all the customers who allowed 
me to tell you about their systems—you have made a really valuable 
contribution to this book. And finally, many thanks to my colleague 
Ben McDougall, who corrects my English texts with a lot of patience 
and humor.
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